Annex 1

The Solicitors’ Practice (Client Care) Amendment Rule [2005]

Rule dated [the date of notification of the Lord Chancellor’s approval] made by the Council of the Law Society under part II of the Solicitors Act 1974 and section 9 of the Administration of Justice Act 1985, with the concurrence of the Master of the Rolls under that section and the approval of the Lord Chancellor under Schedule 4 to the Courts and Legal services Act 1990, regulating the conduct of solicitors, registered European lawyers, registered foreign lawyers and recognised bodies.

(1)
At the end of paragraph 5 of the Solicitors’ Costs Information and Client Care Code 1999 add:

“Clients represented under a conditional fee agreement (including a collective conditional fee agreement)
(d)
The solicitor should explain, to a client represented under a conditional fee agreement, the following:

(i) the circumstances in which the client may be liable for their own costs and for the other party’s costs;

(ii) if the solicitor intends to seek payment of any or all of their costs from the client, the client must be advised of their right to assessment of those costs; and

(iii) “if the solicitor has an interest in recommending a particular policy or other funding arrangement he or she should declare it.”

(2)
This rule will come into force on [the date of notification of the Lord Chancellor’s approval or the date of repeal of the Conditional Fee Agreements Regulations (2000), whichever is the later.]
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